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HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS 

OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JUANITA MILLENDER-McDONALD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 1, 2000

Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize the contributions and 
the importance of education preparation in 
Catholic schools. For decades, they have en-
riched the lives of children past and present. 
I was educated at Holy Family High, a Catho-
lic school in my hometown and I have felt the 
benefits throughout my life. The importance of 
education is one value that has remained with 
me through my years as a parent, an educa-
tor, and as a Congresswoman. Education is 
very significant in the continued success of 
our great Nation. A Catholic institution pro-
vides a balance of strong education com-
plimented by the support of a strong moral 
and spiritual environment to prepare well-bal-
anced young persons for entering our society. 

Statistics have shown that the United States 
has gained immense benefits from the Catho-
lic education system, educating some 2.6 mil-
lion students at a saving to our Nation of more 
than $17.2 billion dollars. Further, Catholic 
education has an impressive graduation rate 
of 95 percent and more than 83 percent of 
those graduates go on to college. Catholic 
schools focus not only upon intellectual en-
couragement and development but also on the 
moral and spiritual fiber of each student. 
These students preserve this enriched rela-
tionship with their faith, families and commu-
nity. 

Recognizing Catholic schools for their con-
tributions to the community of the United 
States shows the respect we have for these 
institutions and to thank the dedicated fac-
ulties and administrators for the care they 
have taken of the students entrusted to their 
guardianship. Educating our youth is perhaps 
our greatest responsibility as a Nation, and I 
am thankful for the daily contributions made 
by these institutions toward that aim.
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TRIBUTE TO THE VIRCO 
MANUFACTURING CO. 

HON. STEVEN T. KUYKENDALL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 2, 2000

Mr. KUYKENDALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Virco Manufacturing Co., 
an important business within my district. Virco 
today celebrates its 50th year as the largest 
manufacturer of educational furniture in the 
country. 

Shortly after World War II, Julian Virtue 
bought the Slauson Aircraft Co. on February 
2, 1950, and converted the war equipment 
manufacturing company to a firm specializing 
in the production of educational furniture. It 
was under the leadership of Julian Virtue and 
his son Robert, now chairman of the board 
and CEO, that Virco went on to become an in-
dustry leader. 

Virco is a leading supplier of tables, chairs, 
and storage equipment for schools, convention 
centers, auditoriums, places of worship, and 
hotels. Virco employs 2,400 individuals nation-
wide, including 700 jobs at its headquarters in 
Torrance, CA. 

The Virco Manufacturing Co. is a valuable 
member of the Torrance community. Their 
contributions have been numerous. I congratu-
late Virco and its employees on this milestone 
and I wish them continued success.
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1999 CONTRACTOR OF THE YEAR, 
GREGG RIPPY 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 2, 2000

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take a moment to recognize the 1999 Con-
tractor of the Year. Mr. Gregg Rippy was nom-
inated for the award by the Colorado Contrac-
tors Association. 

The Colorado Contractors Association em-
phasizes skill, integrity and responsibility as 
key traits of its members. These qualities are 
also what the association requires for the Con-
tractor of the Year award. Another quality that 
Gregg displays amply is leadership. 

Gregg has been a Colorado Contractors As-
sociation member for 17 years and has won 
numerous awards from both the state and na-
tional levels. During his recent presidency of 
Grand River Construction Company in Glen-
wood Springs, Colorado, the company was 
named chapter of the year on the national 
level by the Associated General Contractors of 
America and Gregg was named national chap-
ter president of the year. He is now a national 
director with Associated General Contractors 
of America and has served as chairman of the 
Colorado Contractors Association legislative 
committee for four years. Gregg is also a co-
owner of Rocky Mountain Redi-Mix. 

A Colorado native, Gregg has followed a 
family tradition by becoming a contractor. His 
father, grandfather and uncle were all in the 
construction business. He first joined Grand 
River Construction after graduating from Colo-
rado State University and eventually became 
president of the company. 

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I would like 
to offer this tribute to my dear friend, Gregg 
Rippy, 1999 Contractor of the Year. His com-
mitment to his country, his community and his 
profession is deeply admirable and highly 
commendable.
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TAIWAN SECURITY ENHANCEMENT 
ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. THOMAS M. DAVIS 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 1, 2000

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
support H.R. 1838, the Taiwan Security En-
hancement Act. 

This legislation is important because it reaf-
firms our commitment to support democracy 

and economic stability in Asia. In 1979, Con-
gress passed the Taiwan Relations Act which 
ensured Taiwan’s security by providing it with 
sufficient defensive weapons so it may protect 
and maintain its own national defense. While 
the U.S. and Taiwan do not share full diplo-
matic ties, our unique relationship with Taiwan 
demonstrates that Taiwan’s security should be 
reinforced and enhanced. 

The government of Taiwan is a representa-
tive democracy and the people of Taiwan will 
elect a new President next month. Taiwan is 
a bright example of how a democratic govern-
ment which allows the free market to operate 
becomes a region of peace coupled with re-
markable economic growth. Taiwan is the 
world’s 15th largest economy and is the 
United States’ 7th largest trading partner, 
while the United States is Taiwan’s largest ex-
port market. 

Given the events which have transpired 
over the past several years, it is essential that 
we protect American interests by promoting 
peace in the Taiwan Straits. H.R. 1838 will 
augment the process for defense sales to Tai-
wan by requiring the President to report annu-
ally to Congress Taiwan’s requests for de-
fense products, detailing why Taiwan needs 
these items, ad justifying any decision that the 
United States makes to reject or postpone 
such arms sales to Taiwan. Furthermore, H.R. 
1838 will address the deficiencies in Taiwan’s 
readiness by supporting Taiwan’s increased 
participation at U.S. defense colleges, requir-
ing the enhancement of our military ex-
changes and joint training, and require the 
Secretary of Defense to develop a program to 
enhance operational training and exchanges 
between the Taiwanese and U.S. militaries on 
the issues of threat analysis, force planning, 
and operational methods. 

Taiwan is and continues to be a strong U.S. 
ally. For this reason, I believe the priorities 
outlined in H.R. 1838 are imperative if we are 
to maintain peace and stability in this region of 
the world. Given the People’s Republic of Chi-
na’s tendency to engage in aggressive rhetoric 
and brinkmanship, Taiwan’s self-defense ca-
pability should be improved and strengthened. 
A secure Taiwan would provide a better foun-
dation and possible progress for cross-Strait 
dialogue. 

I believe we must honor our commitments in 
the Taiwan Strait. The Republic of China is a 
vibrant nation with an expanding economy, 
and it is my belief that America should support 
Taiwan in its endeavors to remain free and 
democratic.
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TIME FOR HAITIANS, NICA-
RAGUANS AND CENTRAL AMERI-
CANS TO ADJUST THEIR STATUS 
UNDER HRIFA AND NACARA 

HON. CARRIE P. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 2, 2000

Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, today, 
I am introducing a bill to extend the time for 
eligible Haitians, Nicaraguans, and Central 
Americans to apply to adjust their status and 
become permanent residents under the Hai-
tian Refugee Immigration Fairness Act of 1998 
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[HRIFA] and the Nicaraguan Adjustment and 
Central American Relief Act [NACARA] 

My bill would extend the time for eligible 
persons to apply to adjust their status under 
HRIFA and NACARA to October 1, 2001 or 
until 12 months after the date that the INS 
adopts final regulations implementing HRIFA 
and NACARA, whichever date is later. 

Presently, under HRIFA and NACARA, eligi-
ble Haitians, Nicaraguans and Central Ameri-
cans must apply to adjust their status to per-
manent residency by April 1, 2000 or they will 
lose their right to do so. The INS estimates 
that at least 50,000 Haitians are eligible to ad-
just their status under HRIFA. The Haitian 
community estimates the number as closer to 
100,000 people. To date, only about 18,000 
eligible Haitians have applied. Similarly, there 
are thousands of qualified Nicaraguans and 
Central Americans who have yet to adjust 
their status under NACARA. 

Qualified applicants must pay very substan-
tial filing fees to adjust their status under 
HRIFA and NACARA. For large families, these 
fees can amount to thousands of dollars. I 
have been told of a case where a person 
working full-time, earning a $20,000 income, 
had to pay over $2,000 in filing fees for his 
family. Many eligible applicants who are work-
ing are finding it very difficult to come up with 
the filing fees. These fees are extremely bur-
densome. We should be reducing them. At a 
minimum, we should give people more time to 
earn them. 

Moreover, because of language and cultural 
barriers, many eligible applicants are not even 
aware of their rights to adjust their status 
under HRIFA and NACARA. Finally, there 
have been very substantial bureaucratic 
delays in the issuance of regulations imple-
menting HRIFA and NACARA. The INS re-
ceived many public comments on its proposed 
HRIFA and NACARA regulations and these 
comments are still being reviewed and consid-
ered. 

To date, final regulations have not been 
issued under either HRIFA and NACARA. As 
a result, the INS has not even definitively stat-
ed the standards that will govern its interpreta-
tion and implementation of HRIFA and 
NACARA. Simply put, the regulatory climate 
remains unsettled. 

Mr. Speaker, HRIFA and NACARA were de-
signed to allow eligible Haitians, Nicaraguans 
and Central Americans to become permanent 
residents. We must not allow high filing fees, 
language or cultural barriers, or delays in the 
issuance of implementing regulations to frus-
trate the intention behind these bills. We need 
to extend the filing deadline to assure that all 
eligible Haitians, Nicaraguans, and Central 
Americans receive a full and fair opportunity to 
adjust their status. 

We must assure that all eligible persons are 
fully informed of their rights to adjust their sta-
tus, that they know definitively the final regula-
tions under which their rights will be deter-
mined, and that they receive an adequate pe-
riod of time to earn the substantial filing fees 
that presently must accompany applications 
under HRIFA and NACARA. 

Mr. Speaker, Representatives LINCOLN DIAZ-
BALART, ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN, ALCEE 
HASTINGS and PETER DEUTSCH are original co-
sponsors of my bill. I urge all my colleagues 
to support this critically important legislation.

SAN LUIS VALLEY PEACE OFFI-
CER OF 1999, GEORGE 
DINGFELDER 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 2, 2000

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take a moment to congratulate the San Luis 
Valley Peace Officer of 1999. 

Officer George Dingfelder, based in 
Alamosa, Colorado, has won this disguished 
award due to his high standard of profes-
sionalism and outstanding commitment to his 
field. George has made it a personal pledge to 
fight drunk driving and drug use in the San 
Luis Valley. George has made several con-
tacts with drunk drivers and drug traffickers. 
He has recorded more than 500 drunk driving 
arrests and confiscated several hundred 
pounds of marijuana in his five year career. 
George was honored by Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving in 1998 for his efforts stopping 
drivers from being on the road while intoxi-
cated. 

George is also a local hero. He and his 
wife, Stephanie, saved a young boy when his 
life was threaten by a leopard at the Chey-
enne Mountain Zoo. The leopard attacked the 
boy through a fence, but George and Steph-
anie were successful at fending off the rather 
large cat. As a result of their bravery, George 
and Stephanie were awarded Colorado’s Life 
Saving Award by Colorado Governor Bill 
Owens. 

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I would like 
to offer this tribute to Officer George 
Dingfelder for his outstanding bravery and 
commitment to uphold the law. He has truly 
made a difference in the San Luis Valley.
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HONORING ROBERT H. MILLER, A 
TRUE AMERICAN HERO 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 2, 2000

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take a moment to pause and recognize the life 
of a true American Hero. Robert Miller, who 
was a World War II veteran, passed away on 
January 12, 2000. He was 75 years old. 

Bob served in the United States Armed 
Forces during one of the most infamous days 
in history. On June 6, 1944, Bob made it up 
only 15 feet on Omaha Beach before a snip-
er’s bullet severed his spine. He was only 20 
years old, and he would never walk again. 

Bob received the Purple Heart and his unit, 
B Company of the 149th Combat Engineers, 
was awarded a presidential unit citation and 
the French Croix De Guerre. 

After returning to the United States to re-
cover from his injuries, Bob met his future 
bride, Pat Korber. They were married in 1950. 

Bob attended the Kansas City Art Institute 
and earned a degree in commercial design. 
He worked for Goldblatt Tool Company until 
his retirement in 1978. 

Bob and Pat moved to Pueblo, Colorado in 
1980. 

A very patriotic man, Bob never missed an 
opportunity to fly the flag or to visit with old 
military friends. In 1999, Bob drove to Des 
Moines, Iowa for a reunion. He knew no limits 
when it came to serving his country or staying 
in contact with those who had served with 
him. Bob was also in charge of a project to 
make a memorial to their military unit more 
conspicuous. The Air Force even flew a piece 
of granite for them to France. 

Bob also liked to play wheelchair basketball. 
In 1973, he was one of the first people in-
ducted into the National Wheelchair Basketball 
Hall of Fame. He served as the National 
Wheelchair Basketball Association’s first presi-
dent. 

Bob was very involved in his community and 
his parish, Our Lady of the Meadows. 

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I would like 
to offer tribute to Bob Miller. He was a man 
that will be missed by his community and ev-
eryone who knew him. He was a great Amer-
ican who deserves our highest praise and re-
gard. 
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate on February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled, and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
February 3, 2000 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED

FEBRUARY 8 

9:30 a.m. 
Armed Services 

To hold hearings on proposed legislation 
authorizing funds for fiscal year 2001 
for the Department of Defense, and the 
future years defense program. 

SD–106 
Aging 

To hold hearings on certain provisions of 
S. 1895, to amend the Social Security 
Act to preserve and improve the medi-
care program, focusing on its overall 
restructuring plan, and prescription 
drug coverage. 

SD–562 
Appropriations 
Labor, Health and Human Services, and 

Education Subcommittee 
To hold hearings on suicide, focusing on 

prevention and awareness. 
Room to be announced 
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